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behaviour can only be accounted for by the
dread Sir William entertains of his cases

appearing in TuE LANCET. Some time
since; he grossly insulted one of the pupils,
because he saw him standing on the steps
of the hospital with a number of THE Ln;-
CET in his hand. This abominable conduct
was repeated on Saturday.

It is not from any ill feeling towards Sir
William that I make these remarks, for I
really feel respect towards him on account
of bis great age, and also for his very cour-
teous behaviour towards the regular pupils
of the hospital, but 1 esrnestly trust that
they may induce some kind friend of the
knight to convince him how ridiculous he
renders himself. In fact-he ought to be
urged to resign his situation as surgeon of
the hospital, now that he is incapacitated
from fulfilling the humane duties devolving
on that situation. I am, Sir, your obedient
servant, 

.

. AN OLD PUPIL.
Jan. 7, 1833.*

NITRATE OF SILVER IN DISSECTION WOUNDS.

HENRY HARRIS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I have much pleasure in commu-
nicating the following case, on the use of
the nitrate of silver, which probably will
prove of no little benefit to medical students,
as pointing out the means by which punc-
tured wounds, received in the dissecting-
room, may be divested of all their terror,
and ultimate constitutional derangement be
avoided.
A few days ago, when dissecting at St.

Thomas’s Hospital, I received a wound in
the index finger, which did not immediately
manifest any symptoms of increased vascu-
larity, that is to say, not till about two days
after, when heat and tenderness came on,with
redness, and increased arterial action, and
swelling along the course of the absorbents.

This rather alarmed me, but having pre-
viously read Mr. Higginbottom’s work on
the " Use of the Nitrate of Silver," I re-
solved to give that remedy a fair trial.

I moistened the finger, back of the hand,
and, in fact, every part which presented the
least appearances of inflammation, and
drew a stick of caustic three or four times
over the parts, which, in twenty-four hours,
completely blackened them. The eschar
remained on the parts for several days, and
then began gradually to separate; and at
this moment there scarcely remains the
least vestige of its colour. I am convinct-d
from this case, which I think an important
one, that the usual counter irritants and

* We have not before had room for this letter.&mdash;
ED. L.

applications are totally inadequate in point
of efficacy when compared with caustic.

1 am, Sir, your obedient servant,
HENRY HARRIS.

St. Thomas’s Hospital, 30th Jan. 1833.

*As the remaining portion of the letter
of our intelligent correspondent does not
clear up the obscurity which he acknow-
ledges to surround the mode ot action of the
nitrate of silver, we have been induced to
omit it, especially at a moment when our
table is so laden with &deg; copy," awaiting in-
sertion, as it at present is.-ED. L.

MALIGNANT CHOLERA

AT THE HOSPITAL IN GREVILLE STREET,
HOLBORN.

(Communicated by the Central Board.)

J. F. DE GRAVE,
Hon. Med. Sec.

Guildhall, Dec. l8th, 1832.
SIR,&mdash;I have this morning received a

communication from Mr. Dlarsden, and
transmit the same for the information of the
Central Board of Health. I have the
honour to be, Sir, your most obedient ser-
vant, J. F. DE GRAVE,

Hon. Med. Sec.
To W. Maclean, Esq.

2, Thavies Inn, Dec. 15,1832.
Dear Sir,-In conformity with your re-

quest of the 6th inst., and for the informa-
tion of the " Central Board," I beg to lay
before you the following statement of the
number of patients admitted into the Free
Hospital, Greville Street, up to the 13th of
October last. with the modes of treatment
and the results.
184 patients afflicted with malignant cho-

lera in the 2nd stage-that is, having no
pulsation at the wrist, livid extremities,
&c. &c.
Of this number seventeen died, either on

their way to the hospital, or immediately
after admission, no medicine having been
administered. Eighteen were treated by
various plans, previously to the introduction
of saline remedies, of whom thirteen died,
and five recovered. Thirteen who were treat-
ed by the above ptans, were, after all hopes
of recovery were lost, injected with the fol-
lowing saline solution, at the temperature
of 110 degrees.

R Sod6e muriat. 3ij;
, Sod&oelig; carbon. j ;

Potassa oxymur. gr. viij
I Aqua 3xxxij. M.

Eleven died and two recovered.
Twenty-three were treated in the first

instance by calomel and opium, brandy, am-
monia, external stimulants, me., without


